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With 2014 beginning, we have a new look 

for our newsletter!  Be sure to let me know 

what you think of our new front page.  And 

remember that this is our newsletter so if 

there are any suggestions, articles, or any 

other kind of feedback you may have for 

this, we will gladly welcome anything you 

can offer to help us make this a great          

resource for our church! 

Along with a new look for our newsletter, 

we are also going to be working on the 

stage of our sanctuary to see how we can 

find the best way to use the space for our 

worship services so God can be glorified 

through both right brain and left brain  

worship.  By the way, if right brain and left 

brain worship are terms you have not heard 

before, be sure to be in church on Jan 12 

for our sermon about worship. 

Our first series for 2014 is called “God the 

Builder” and we will be looking at 10 basic 

principles that God uses to build His church.  

This is not an exhaustive list, but these   

principles are present in every healthy 

church that is growing.  This will be a great 

opportunity for us to take a close look at 

how we are doing as God’s church. 

Let’s grow together! 

-Earl Winfrey 

Earl@mkdisciples.org 

Welcome to our newsletter! 

Happy New Year! 

The Mountain City Messenger 

Week of 12/29: 

Mon – Psalm 25 

Tues – Psalm 26 

Wed – Psalm 40 

Thur – Psalm 51 

Fri – Psalm 52 

Sat – Acts 9:1-31 

 

Week of 1/12: 

Mon – Exodus 18:13-27 

Tues – Acts 6:1-7 

Wed – 1 Timothy 3 

Thur– Titus 1 

Fri – Titus 2 

Sat – Ephesians 4:7-16 

 

Week of 1/26: 

Mon – Ezekiel 18:1-9 

Tues – Acts 12 

Wed – Romans 4:1-8 

Thur – 2 Timothy 1 

Fri – 2 Timothy 4:1-8 

Sat – Hebrews 11 

 

 

Week of 1/5: 

Mon – Deuteronomy 26 

Tues – Psalm 29 

Wed – Isaiah 6:1-8 

Thur – John 4:16-26 

Fri – Romans 12 

Sat – Jeremiah 7 

 

Week of 1/19: 

Mon – Exodus 19 

Tues – Psalm 150 

Wed – Daniel 6:1-5 

Thur – Hebrews 1 

Fri – Hebrews 8 

Sat – Colossians 3:1-17 

 

Memory Verse: 

“Unless the LORD builds 

the house, those who 

build it labor in vain. 

Unless the LORD 

watches over the city, 

the watchman stays 

awake in vain.” 

(Psalm 127:1 ESV) 
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Our Vision 

To become a Biblically-functioning 

family of believers growing:  

• Deeper through worship  

• Larger through evangelism  

• Stronger through discipleship  

• Warmer through fellowship  

• Broader through ministry 



“The Lord God had planted a garden in the east, in Eden...The Lord God 

made all kinds of trees grow out of the ground– trees that were pleasing to 

the eye and good for food.”  Genesis 2:8-9 

 

 People plant gardens for a variety of reasons.  Some plant because they 

depend on the produce a garden provides.  Other people garden because they 

enjoy the beauty of flowers and shrubs in bloom.  Some enjoy the exercise.  

Some find it relaxing.  Reasons for gardening might fill a wheelbarrow.  But 

always, there’s a reason.  And that reason often gives us insight into the  

gardener’s character. 

 Why did God plant the world’s first garden?  Read today’s Bible text 

again.  In fact, you might want to step further into Eden’s garden as you 

read the entire account from Genesis 2:8-25. 

 God, the very first gardener, plants His garden with love.  See how He 

kneels to create flowers that will delight His people with wonderful colors and 

intricate designs.  Watch as He sows seeds that will grow into plants for His 

peoples nourishment. 

 Now fast-forward to a different garden.  This garden is dark with     

sorrow, yet filled with love and purpose.  It is the Garden of Gethsemane.  In 

this garden, a loving God continues to provide for His people in His Son,     

Jesus.  In this garden, Jesus willingly submits to His Father’s will and sets His 

eyes purposefully on the cross. 

 God plants both gardens with love.  Peek into the paradise that is Eden 

and see a beautiful first home.  Look into the garden named Gethsemane, 

and you’ll see God’s love personified in Jesus, His Son. 

 

Devotion taken from “Woman of God: Growing in Grace Daily Devotions” 
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Ladies Night 

This month’s Ladies’ Night will be January 20th at 6:30pm (Location TBD) 

Don’t forget to send a special note or gift to your secret sister!!! 

Sunday after church, a Mom asked her very 

young daughter what the lesson was about. 

The daughter answered, 'Don't be scared, you'll 

get your quilt.' 

Needless to say, the Mom was perplexed. Later in 

the day, the pastor stopped by for tea and the 

Mom asked him what that morning's Sunday 

school lesson was about. 

He said 'Be not afraid, thy comforter is coming.' 

A Sunday School teacher began her lesson with a 

question, 'Boys and girls, what do we know about 

God?' 

A hand shot up in the air. 'He is an artist!' said the  

kindergarten boy. 

'Really? How do you know?' the teacher asked. 

'You know - Our Father, who does art in Heaven... ' 



T H E  M O U N T A I N  C I T Y  M E S S E N G E R  P A G E  3  

America’s Religious Views Are Becoming More Liberal – How Should The Church Respond? 

The Louisville Courier Journal, published an informative article on religious trends in America.  Religion 

editor Peter Smith reported on the findings of a recent survey that classified 28% of Americans as      

religious conservatives, 38% as moderates and 19% as progressives, or liberals.  The rest (15%) are    

nonreligious.  However, the survey revealed the conservative’s edge over liberals is rapidly slipping 

away.  Among millennials (those under 34 years of age) only 17% could be classified as religious                  

conservatives, 23 % as liberals and 22% nonreligious. 

That survey, conducted by The Public Religion Research Institute and the Brookings Institution,        

confirms our suspicions that evangelical Christianity is rapidly declining while liberal and secular ideas 

are gaining popularity. 

As a follower of Jesus Christ who holds the strong conviction that both Biblical beliefs and personal 

behavior matter, Bob Russell made several observations about how the church should respond. 

 1. It’s not surprising that the religious beliefs of Americans are becoming more liberal. No culture is 

static. Moses warned the Israelites just before they entered the Promised Land that their coming     

prosperity had drawbacks.  “If you ever forget the Lord your God and follow other gods and worship 

and bow down to them, I testify against you today that you will surely be destroyed. Like the nations 

the Lord destroyed before you, so you will be destroyed for not obeying the Lord your God.”  

(Deuteronomy 8:19-20) 

Once people conclude God is impersonal and His word is not to be taken literally, individuals are free 

to determine truth on their own.  When people do what is right in their own eyes, the culture, with no 

moral compass, begins to unravel. 

Jesus warned that in the last days there would be a falling away of the faith.  (Matt. 24:10) The Apostle 

Paul predicted that a time would come when men would not put up with sound doctrine but, “They 

will turn their ears away from the truth and turn aside to myths” (2 Timothy 4 :4) 

2. The concerted effort being made by many evangelical churches to reach millennials isn’t working 

very effectively.  Over the past two decades a plethora of cutting-edge churches have made dramatic, 

often controversial, changes in worship and programming in an effort to reach the 20-35 age group. 

While there has been moderate success in some isolated incidences, overall these efforts have not born 

much fruit. 

3. The 17% of youth who are labeled as conservative are stronger and more committed than the      

previous generation.  They have to be to withstand the increasing ridicule and persecution they       

receive.  The Bible says, “Where sin increases grace increases all the more.” 

4.  The Lord has always performed His most impressive miracles with a remnant of dedicated followers.  

Gideon pared down his army from 32,000 to 300 and then defeated the mighty Midianite military.   

Jesus trimmed his followers from over 5000 to twelve and with that handful of trained, committed men 

impacted the world.  The pruning of today’s church could, in the long run, be a prelude to spiritual  

revival. 

5. Instead of watering down the message to accommodate the changing views of our culture and 

bending over backward to convince the world “we’re normal” and the church is a “safe place”, the 

evangelical church needs to stand firm in the truth and present an appealing contrast to the world.  

People are more likely to respond to a challenge than a watered down message. 

Regardless of how people respond, even if the percentages continue to decline, we have an obligation 

to present the gospel the way it was handed down to us.  God isn’t in the popularity business.  Truth 

isn’t determined by majority vote but by the risen Christ who is the same, yesterday, today and forever”. 

(This article was taken from www.bobrussell.org - Written on September 15, 2013) 



Filling the Gaps 

“It is not good for the man to be alone; I will make 

him a helper suitable for him.” Genesis 2:18 

 

 God created Adam in a state of isolation in the 

garden; he had no human counterpart.  So God 

fashioned a woman to meet his need for intimacy.  

In the original text, the Hebrew word for “suitable 

helper” means “one matching him”.  Adam needed 

someone who could complement him because he was 

inadequate by himself.  And this illustrates a third 

purpose of marriage: to complete one another. 

 Perhaps you saw the original “Rocky” film      

before Sylvester Stallone started spinning off sequels 

left and right.  Do you remember the love relation-

ship Rocky had with Adrian in “Rocky”?  She was the 

little wallflower who worked in the pet shop, the sister 

of Pauly, an insensitive goon who worked at the 

meat house and wanted to become a collector of 

debts for a loan shark. 

 Pauly couldn’t understand why Rocky was     

attracted to Adrian.  “I don’t see it,” he said, “What’s the attraction?” 

 Do you remember Rocky’s answer?  I doubt that the scriptwriters had 

any idea what they were saying, but they perfectly exemplified the principle 

for a suitable helper from Genesis 2.  Rocky said, “I don’t know, fills gaps I 

guess.” 

 “What gaps?” “She’s got gaps, I got gaps.  Together we will gaps.” 

 In his simple but profound way, Rocky hit upon a great truth.  He was 

saying that he and Adrian each had empty places in their lives.  But when 

the two of them got together, they filled those blank spots in one another.  

And that’s exactly what God did when he fashioned a helpmate suitable for 

Adam.  She filled his empty places, and he filled hers. 

 Have you given much thought to the gaps you fill in your mate’s life, 

and vice versa?  There’s never been a doubt in my mind that I need Barbara, 

that she fills my “gaps”.  I need her because she tells me the truth about     

myself, both the good, the bad, and otherwise.  I need Barbara to add a   

different perspective to relationships and people.  She also adds variety and 

spice to my life. Devotion taken from “Moments Together for Couples” by Dennis and Barbara Rainey 

General Prayer Items for the month: 

(Please see the weekly bulletin for 

the church prayer list.) 

    Church Leadership 

    Ministries of the church 

    Members 

    Visitors 

    Lost Souls    

    Those needing work/Home sales 

    The persecuted church 

    Missionaries 

    Future Kingdom Workers 

    Those serving in the Military    

    Government 

    Schools 

 

    Evangelistic Opportunities: 

Does your neighbor go to church? 

Does your neighbor know that you 

go to church? 

P A G E  4  T H E  M O U N T A I N  C I T Y  M E S S E N G E R  

Remembering the past enables God's people to have vision for the future. 
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2013 Sermon Series:  

 

A Look Back To See 

Where We Have Been 

 
Starting with a topical 

series based on Psalm 

90:12, we have journeyed 

through many areas of 

the Bible during 2013. 

 

We are going to be doing 

much of the same in 

2014 with our sermons as 

we seek to preach the 

whole counsel of God. 

 

Take a few moments to 

look at the different pics 

and see if you can 

remember what the 

sermons were about.  

While you are looking, 

see if you have a favorite 

or a least favorite out of 

the batch. 

 

I would love to hear from 

you!  If you have any 

feedback about the 

sermons preached in 

2013, be sure to let me 

know because I am 

constantly working to 

improve myself as a 

preacher! 

Beach Party/Game Night!!!! 

 We will be having our 3rd annual Beach Party/Game 

Night on Friday, January 17th at 6:30.  If you have any 

beach/ocean decorations that we can use to decorate the   

Fellowship Hall, please bring them on January 15th.  This is 

also a time for the children to bring the toys they got for 

Christmas to show their friends. 



P A G E  6  

Don’t forget to pray for those churches around us 

and near our hearts! 

First Christian Church of Franklin, NC 

Bethany Christian Church (Bumpass, VA) 

Providence Road Church of Christ (Charlotte, NC) 

First Christian Church of Fairburn, GA 

Lilburn Christian Church, GA 

Tucker Christian Church, GA 

Southlake Christian Church (Groveland, FL) 

Christian Church at Deleon Springs, FL 

Tomoka Christian Church (Ormond Beach, FL) 

First Christian Church (Kissimmee, FL) 

Salty Church (New Smyrna Beach, FL) 

If anyone knows of any churches that need to be 

added to this list, be sure to let Earl know.  

T H E  M O U N T A I N  C I T Y  M E S S E N G E R  

Calendar of Events -  January 

"Be joyful in hope, patient in affliction, faithful in prayer." - Romans 12:12 (NIV) 

First Christian Church of Mountain City GA (706) 746-3168 www.fccmtncty.org  

Servers for January: 

Morning Prayer - Kevin Berg 

Offering Prayer - Tom Labbie 

Server - Kaden Berg 

Communion Meditation - Josh Berg 

Communion Preparation - Michael Winfrey 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

S.S. - 10am 

Worship - 11am 

 

Wed Night meal 

and Bible Study 

6:00pm 

 Every Tuesday at 

Chick-Fil-A 7am: 

 

Men Discipleship 

Group 

1 

No Wed night 

service 

Happy New 

Year! 

2 

 

3 

Craft Day at the 

Church 

4 

 

 

 

 

5 

Fellowship Meal 

after Church 

6 

 

7 

Elders’ Meeting 

6:30pm 

8 

 

9 

Men’s Night at 

6:30pm 

10 

 

11 

 

12 

 

13 

 

14 

City Council 

Meeting 6pm 

(Mountain City) 

 

15 

Food Pantry 

5pm 

16 

Men’s Bible 

Study 7pm 

(Luke’s House) 

17 

Game Night 

(Beach Party) at 

6:30pm 

18 

 

19 20 

Ladies’ Night 

6:30pm 

21 

 

22 

 

23 

 

24 

 

25 

26 

 

27 28 

Feb. Newsletter 

deadline 

29 30 

 

31  

Servers for February: 

Morning Prayer - Luke Turner 

Offering Prayer - Shawn Albers 

Server - Chris Duke 

Communion Meditation - Mark Mason 

Communion Preparation - Albers 


